ADVANTAGES FROM DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT I J1
spect, and he observes those rights in others which he
Vishes to have respected in himself. The principle
which the child derives from the possession of his
toys is taught to the man by the objects which he may
call his own. In America those complaints against
property in general which are so frequent in Europe
are never heard, because in America there are no
paupers ; and as every one has property of his own
to defend, every one recognizes the principle upon
which he holds it.
The same thing occurs in the political world. In
America the lowest classes have conceived a very high
notion of political rights, because they exercise those
rights ; and they refrain from attacking those of other
people, in order to insure their owrn from attack.
While in Europe the same classes sometimes recal-
citrate even against the supreme power, the American
submits without a murmur to the authority of the
^pettiest magistrate.
This truth is exemplified by the most trivial details
of national peculiarities. In France very few pleasures
are exclusively reserved for the higher classes ; the
poor are admitted wrherever the rich are received, and
they consequently behave with propriety, and respect
whatever contributes to the enjoyments in which they
themselves participate. In England, where wealth
has a monopoly of amusement as well as of power,
complaints are made that whenever the poor happen
to steal into the inclosures which are reserved for the
pleasures of the rich, they commit acts of wanton
mischief: can this be wondered at, since care has been
taken that they should have nothing to lose ?
^ The government of democracy brings the notion of
political rights to the level of the humblest citizens,
just as the dissemination of wealth brings the notion
of property within the reach of all the members of the